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MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES. 
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Leonhardi, Lseceboc, p. 122* wis wmnne, which 
shows that we have to do with the well-known 

wenn 'tumor.' 

Therefore penn as a term for an eye-disease must 
be stricken as unwarranted from the Dictionaries 
of Hall, Sweet, and Bosworth-Toller. 



Leiden, Holland. 



O. B. SCHLTJTTEK. 



THE SOURCE OF AN INCIDENT IN 
GAMMER GURTON'S NEEDLE. 

It seems not to have been noted in connection 
with this interesting and important Elizabethan 
comedy l that one of its minor incidents, the intru- 
sion of Dr. Bat into the house of Dame Chatte and 
his warm reception, finds a parallel in a familiar 
episode from the history of Reynard the Fox. In 
the play, it will be remembered, Diccon the Bed- 
lem declares that he has seen the lost needle 
in Dame Chatte' s hands and promises to bring 
the vicar where he may take her unawares. 1 
He has already put the dame on her guard 
by telling her that Hodge has sworn to avenge 
the injuries which he has received at her hands 
by making an inroad upon her hen roost. When 
the two come to the house Diccon points out a 
hole and bids Dr. Rat creep in. He does so and 
is welcomed with a shower of blows. 
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"Ware that!" cries Diccon, "Hoow 
wenches ! have ye caught the Foxe 

That used to make revel among your hennes 
and cocks ? 

Save his life yet for his order, though he sus- 
teine some paine. 

Gogs bread ! I am afraid they wil beat out his 
braine." 

In the Beast Epic a similar trick is played on 
Isengrim the wolf by that more primitive mis- 
chief-maker, Reynard. The incident is related 
with gusto in the course of the latter' s confession 
of his sins. I quote from Caxton's version, 'which 

'Edited by Henry Bradley, in Gay ley's Bepresentalive 
English Comedies, New York, 1903, pp. 195 S. 
•Act iv, Sc. ii, 11. 115 ff. 
* The History of Reynard the Fox, ed. Arber. The Eng- 



the author of Gammer Gurion is most likely to 
have known. 

"Tho ledde I hym to a place where I tolde 
hym ther were vn hennes and a cocke whiche 
satte on a perche and were moche fatte. And 
ther stode a faldore by, and we clymmed ther up. 
I sayde to hym : yif he wolde bileve me and that 
he wold crepe in to the dore, he shoulde fynde 
many fatte hennes. Isengrym wente al lawhying 
to the dore ward and crope a lityl in and tasted 
here and there and at laste he sayde to me : ' Rey- 
nard, ye borde and iape with me, for what I seche 
I fynde not' Then said I : 'Erne, yf ye wyl 
fynde, crepe forther in. He that wil wynne, he 
muste laboure and aventure. They that were 
wonte to sytte there, I have them a waye.' Thus 
I made hym to seche ferther in, and shoove him 
forth so ferre that he fylle down upon the floer, 
for the perche was narow, and he fill so grete a 
falle that they sprange up alle that slepte. And 
they that laye nexte the fyre cryden that the 
valdore was open and somthing was falle and 
they wiste not what it myght be. They roose up 
and lyghte a candel, and whan they sawe hym 
the smeton, beten and wounded hym to the 
deth." (i. e., almost to death ; for Isengrim is 
still alive). 

The general resemblance between the two inci- 
dents is obvious. The changes in Gammer Gurton 
are such as would naturally have resulted from 
the substitution of men for animals and the use of 
the motive in the complication of the plot. It is 
to be noted that while the real object of Dr. Rat's 
visit is different from that of the wolf, Dame 
Chatte supposes it to be the same. A further 
indication that the author of Gammer Gurton 
found the germ of this episode in the Reynard is 
Diccon' s remark about the fox and hens quoted 
above. Later Dame Chatte speaks of the inci- 
dent in the same terms. 

" Who it was? A false theefe, 
That came like a false foxe my pullaine to kil and 
mischeefe 1"* 



James Holly Hanfoed. 



Harvard University. 



lish Scholar's Library, I, Cap. XII, pp. 26-7. 
inserted marks of punctuation. 
« Act v, Sc. ii, 1. 60. Cf. also 11. 86-7. 
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